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SPEAKERS:
KAl KAVWAMURA
TOM MURPHY
ALLI SON TURNER

--000- -

MR. KAWAMJRA: (Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane
Is Koji Kawanura. |'man attorney with Western's office
of general counsel, and | would |like to wel cone everyone
to the public comment hearings on the San Luis
Transmi ssion Project Draft EISEIR  This is part of
Western's National Environnental Quality Act procedures.
As part of those procedures we' ve already conpleted the
scopi ng process. Now we're noving into the draft
EIS'EIR  The notice was published in the Federal
Regi ster.

As part of the draft EIS and EIR we are going
into an inportant step in asking for public coments.
And this is one of the nost inportant steps out of the
NEPA process. W are very concerned with the public
coments, what the public has to say about our project.
We think that the nore comments we can get, the better
deci sions we can nmake. And so we definitely encourage

all the public to provide as many comments as they can

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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on the proposed project. W |look forward to those and
we w Il address the comments in the final EIS/EIR

The EI'S stands for Environnental | npact
Statenent. EIR is Environnental |npact Report. Western
as a federal agency has an obligation under the National
Environnmental Quality Act to ensure that we consider the
environnental inpacts in the proposed federal action.
And the state has a simlar obligation under the
California Environnental Quality Act.

And so the San Luis Transm ssion Project is a
project to replace an existing Pacific Gas & Electric
conpany contract. The Bureau of Reclamation had a
| ong-term contract with Pacific Gas & El ectric conpany
to wheel energy to and fromthe San Luis project -- of
the Central Valley project to and from Tracy. That
contract is expiring next year.

As part of the expiration of that contract,

Recl amati on eval uated proposed -- eval uated
cost-effective alternatives. And to ensure cost
certainty on a going forward basis, Reclamation cane to
Western and sought a long-termtransm ssion contract
with Western to build the San Luis Transm ssion Project.

Again, this is a proposed project. Nothing is
final at this point in time. The players here are

Western Area Power Administration, which is a federal

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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agency. W are nmarketing federal power from federal
trans- -- fromfederal projects including the Central
Val l ey project. Reclamation, the Bureau of Recl anmation,
operates the Central Valley project. And the San Luis
Mendota -- San Luis Mendota -- Delta-Mendota Water
Authority is a partner in this project as well.

Now as part of the |long-termproject, Aspen -- as
part of the San Luis Transm ssion Project, we have
contracted with Aspen to do a |l ot of the environnental
work. And Tom Murphy will do a presentation of the
draft EIS/EIR, and after he finishes his presentation
we'll open up the floor for questions.

And then after we finish the fornmal presentation,
we Wi Il open up the floor for public coments. And |like
| said, if you don't have coments today, you have unti
August 31st to submt coments. And | will provide the
address at the end of the presentation.

And so with that, | amgoing to turn it over to
Tom Mur phy from Aspen Environnental and he will provide
the formal presentation.

MR. MURPHY: Thank you, Koji. Like Koji said, ny
nanme is Tom Murphy from Aspen Environnental G oup. W
are the consultant that provided Western Area Power
Adm ni stration and the San Luis and Del ta- Mendota Water

Authority with technical support in the preparation of

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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the environnental inpact statenent and inpact report for
the San Luis Transm ssion Project.

W wanted to share with you information tonight
on the San Luis Transm ssion Project. Three things we
wanted to describe -- describe the proposed project, we
wanted to share why the proposed project is proposed at
this tine. W wanted to summari ze what we found in the
ElS and the EIR process.

As you can see, this is a project overview.
Western woul d construct and own and mai ntain and operate
approximately 95 mles of newtransition line. A
majority of those mles are adjacent to existing
transm ssion lines and they would be | ocated in four
counties: Al aneda, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced
counti es.

| wanted to pointed out the project to you on
this map up here. This is where the project starts up
here in the Tracy substation. And it wll travel down
just west of Interstate 5 down to the O Neill, Los
Banos, San Luis, and Dos Am gos substations.

As Koji said, over the |ast 50 years Recl amation
has had a contract with PGE to transmt power to
Recl amation, the San Luis unit water systens. That
contract wll expire in March of 2016. As a result

Recl amati on has been | ooking at options to transmt

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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power to the SLU or San Luis units that are reliable and
in a cost-effective manner. Reclamation believes that
new transm ssion |ines neets those goals, and as a
result Reclamation submtted a transm ssion service
request to Western to facilitate Reclamation's conti nued
delivery of federal water. This SLTP would mnim ze

i ncreases to Reclanmation's electricity costs. And we've
been planning this project for several years.

During that tinme, also an eligible transm ssion
custoner submtted a separate transm ssion service
request in the sane area, and the SLTP woul d address
both service requests.

As described earlier, Western, Reclamation, the
Aut hority has spent a great deal of tine designing the
San Luis Transm ssion Project. Wstern designed this
project to neet these five follow ng objectives. And
"' mgoing just to read them because they're very
I nportant to this project.

obtain durable long-termcost certain and
efficient transm ssion delivery of CVP power from
federal power generation sites to the nmjor punping
stations of the San Luis units to reliably deliver water
to Reclamation and the Authority's nenber agenci es.

Second, to locate and install transm ssion

facilities in a safe, efficient, and cost-effective
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manner that neets project needs while m nim zing
envi ronnent al i npacts.

Third, locate facilities to mnimze a potenti al
environnental inpact resulting from damage by external
sour ces.

The fourth one is to maxim ze the use of existing
transm ssion corridors and rights-of-way in order to
mnimze effects on previously undi sturbed | and and
resources.

And the fifth one is to obtain stable and
reliable transm ssion that neets the project needs in a
cost-effective and tinely manner. W use those five
objectives to craft the San Luis Transm ssion Project.

| wanted to describe the project in alittle
greater detail. And | broke the project down into a
nunber of conponents. The first one is the 500 kV
conponents. It's a new 500 kV transm ssion |ine
approximately 65 mles in |length between Tracy and the
Los Banos area. Now in order to do that, they need to
build two new 500 kV substations, the Tracy east
substation as well as the Los Banos West Substation.

In addition as part of this conponent, Wstern
woul d like to interconnect with the existing Western 500
kV Los Banos gates nunber 3 transmission line into the

new Los Banos West Substation. And |let nme show you that
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500 kV systemthat we're tal king about. Here's the
Tracy substation up here, and here's the Tracy east --
the new Tracy east substation. This red |ine comng
down here would be a 500 kV Iine. It would be just west
of Interstate 5 which is right there, but it would be on
the east side of the existing transmi ssion |ines as you
travel down Interstate 5.

One of the things to point out here is the Los
Banos -- the new Los Banos West Substation right in
here. So fromthis point down into here would be a 500
kV |ine.

The next conponent | would like to talk about is
the new 230 kV transmission line. There's two parts to
that. One is athree mle in length |ine between Los
Banos West Substation and the existing San Luis
substation. [I'll show you that in a second. The other
part is a new 230 kV transm ssion |ine between San Luis
and Dos Am gos.

There's two options there. One would be a 230 kV
bet ween San Luis and Dos Am gos or the other option is a
230 kV line between the existing or the new Los Banos
substati on and Dos Am gos substation. |In the first
option from San Luis to Dos Am gos, about 20 mles in
| ength. And the second option is about 18 mles in

| engt h.

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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Let nme show you where that's | ocated. The first
three-m | e section is here. Los Banos west to San Luis
right in here. And the second part of that 230 kV
conponent is either a San Luis -- a 230 line comng from
San Luis down to Dos Am gos here or from Los Banos west
down to Dos Am gos here.

A coupl e other conponents associated with this
project. There's a new 70 kV transm ssion line that's
approximately seven mles in |length between existing San
Luis and O Neill substations, and that would be on the
east side of the O Neill Forebay. There would be
nodi fications to the San Luis and Dos Am gos
substations. There would be upgrades to conmuni cati on
facilities, inprovenents to existing access roads, and
new per manent access roads, as well as tenporary access
roads to facilitate construction.

Let me show you where that 70 kV line is. Here's
the San Luis substation right here. It would be this
yellow line comng up here and tying into the O Neil
substation at 70 kV.

Besi des the different transm ssion structures and
transm ssion lines that they're proposing, they' re also
proposing a variety of different voltage options based
on the participation of the eligible transm ssion

custoner. One optionis to still construct the 500 kV

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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transm ssion line fromTracy down to San Luis, but it
woul d be operated at 230 kV.

The second option is if the eligible transm ssion
custoner was not to go forward with this project, then
t he 500 kV conponent of this project would be
constructed at 230 between Tracy and San Luis. And as
you can see, if the project is constructed at 230
bet ween Tracy and the Los Banos area, then there would
be no need to build a new -- two substations, the Tracy
east and the Los Banos west.

At the beginning of the EIS/ EIR process we
devel oped 13 alteratives that neet the project
obj ectives, technical feasible, and reduce the potenti al
for inpacts. The information was based on public
coment during the scoping period that we went through
and our anal ysts eval uating the proposed project.

During that screening process the 13 were
screened down to seven based on those three criteria |
just tal ked about. And we brought through the EIS/EIR
process a total of six corridor alternatives along with
the no action/no project alternative. |In order to keep
it fair and conpare the proposed project to the
alternatives in an equal way, we broke the SLTP project
up into four segnents: the north segnent, the central

segnent, the San Luis segnent, and the south segnent.
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In the north segnent we didn't find a viable
alternative that woul d reduce potential inpacts from
what the proposed project -- or the anticipation of the
potential inpacts of the proposed project.

In the central segnent we identified one
potential alternative. That's a Patterson Pass Road
alternative, and that's | ocated between Patterson Pass
Road and Butts Road. And as we tal ked about in the
central segnent, the project is west of Interstate 5 and
east of the existing transmssion |lines. This Patterson
Pass alternative would be on the west side of the
existing transm ssion |ine as you head down Interstate
5.

We al so | ooked at and identified and brought
through two alternatives around the San Luis area. And
as you note -- as we tal ked about it earlier, the
proposed project in that area is east of the O Neil
Forebay. These two alternatives, Butts Road and west of
cenetery, are both west of the O Neill Forebay.

And then the south segnent we also identified two
alternatives there as well. Again in that project, the
proposed project follows the east side of existing
transm ssion lines fromthe Los Banos area basically
down to Dos Am gos. The San Luis to Dos Am gos

alternative would be on the west side of the
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transmssion lines in that area. Very simlar to the
proposed project, but just on the west side. There's

al so one other alternative we devel oped and it was
brought to our attention in the public scoping period as
well is the Billy Wight Road alternative. And that
woul d parallel Billy Wight Road south of Los Banos and
then head in towards the existing proposed project and
then into Dos Am gos.

Wth regard to the 70 kV Iine, we described that
as being on the east side of the O Neill Forebay. W
identified a potential alterative that's on the west
side of the O Neill Forebay. And we'll show you --
we'll show you a map of all of these. So all six
al ternatives were brought through including the no
action/no project alternative which would be that the
San Luis Transm ssion Project would not be built.

So et ne describe those alteratives to you which
we just | ooked at the last slide. 1In the north segnent
there is no alternatives, viable alternatives we
identified. This is the central segnent. The proposed
project is this blue line right here. Just to the west
of it is those existing transm ssion |ines that you see
on Interstate 5. And then the alternative to that,
which is Patterson Pass Road, will be just west of -- on

the west side of those existing transm ssion |ines.

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377 12
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In the ONeill or the San Luis area, the San Luis
segnent, we had the existing |line or proposed project
woul d be on the east side of the O Neill Forebay. W
identified two alteratives on the west side of the
O Neill Forebay. And you can see themright here in
dark gray. This is Butts Road right here and this is
west of cenetery.

And the other two alternatives we | ooked at in
the south, this is the proposed project going down with
the blue line that -- the San Luis to Dos Am gos would
be the -- the proposed project is on the west side of
the existing transmssion lines. The alternative to
that is San Luis to Dos Am gos, would be on the west
side just parallel to that blue line. And the Billy
Wight Road is this dark gray line right here that's
shown on this figure.

So the draft EIS/EIR anal yzed 15 resource areas
I ncluding air quality, geology, |and use, noise,
recreation, socioeconomcs. W |ooked at all those
resource areas for all -- for the proposed project and
all the alternatives. W also conducted detailed field
studi es, biological resource surveys, cultural resource
surveys, and conducted visual assessnents from key
observation points. And those were generally around the

National Cenetery if you look in the EIS and EIR in the
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back of the room

So in conclusion, we found a nunber of -- we
found three inpacts in three resource areas. W found
| npacts in three resource areas. One is the
recreational area, and basically these first two have to
do wth the Los Banos West Substation. They're
proposi ng to use 50 acres of the Jasper Sears OHV use
area. And because of that, it would result in conflicts
wi th physical alterations of and decreased accessibility
to the Jasper Sears OHV use area.

Wth regards to land use, sane thing. It has to
do with the Los Banos West Substation. It conflicts
with the San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area
Resour ce Managenent Pl an/ CGeneral Plan as it pertains to
t he Jasper Sears OHV use area.

The third area we -- the third resource area we
I dentified potential inpacts in is noise. Construction
woul d result in nore than a five deci bel increase
intermttently at sensitive receptors near the project
whi ch woul d tenporarily exceed | ocal noise standards
near residents throughout the project area.

The first two, the I and use and recreation, we
are still working on mtigation to identify ways to
reduce the potential inpacts. Noise would be a

tenporary inpact during construction. And then all the
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ot her inpacts determ ned would be | ess than significant
either wwth or wwthout mtigati on neasures.

So after we went through, |ooked at all the
resource areas for potential inpacts associated with the
proposed project and the alternatives, we conpared the
proposed project to the alternatives based on each
segnent to identify the environnentally preferred
alternative. In the north we found that the proposed
project was the environnentally preferred alternative.

In the central segnent we identified Patterson
Pass Road as the alternative that is the environnentally
preferred alternative. Again, that one is further away
frominterstate 5 and further away fromthe bl ue sheds
along Interstate 5.

In the San Luis segnent we identified the
proposed project as the environnentally preferred
alternative. And in the south we identified the San
Luis to Dos Am gos alternative as the environnentally
preferred alternative. Again that one, just |ike the
Patterson Pass one, is on the west side of the existing
transm ssion |ines.

And lastly the 70 kV transm ssion |ine, we
I dentified the proposed project which is on the east
side of the ONeill Forebay. And at this tinme both

Western and the Authority have decided not to identify

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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t he agency preferred alternative. They really want to
get the docunent out in the street, have it revi ewed by
the public, provide comments back, identify issues
before the agency would identify their preferred
alternative. They would be doing that in the final

El S/ El R

And with that, | turn it back over to Koji to
nove into the nore formal public comment period of the
San Luis Transm ssion Project.

MR. KAWAMJURA: Thank you, Tom Let ne ask if
there are any questions to Tomls presentation.

(No response.)

MR. KAWAMJURA: All right. Hearing no comments --
|"'msorry -- no questions, |I'mgoing to go ahead and
open up the floor to coments. |[|f you do have comments,
pl ease make sure you state your nane for the record.

That way the court reporter will be able to identify who
you are.

And if you don't have any comments ready today,
like | said, you can submt those comments to Western by
August 31st at the follow ng address. You can send them
to Donal d Lash, 114 Parkshore Drive, Folsom California,
95630 or you can enmil themto SLTPEI S- El R@vapa. gov or
you can send themto fax (916) 353-4772. And there are

al so comment cards as you cane in that you can fill one

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377
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of those out and you can just hand it to a Western
representative and we'll make sure that that comment
beconmes part of the record. Al comments that you
submt wll becone part of the official record. Wstern
wi ||l evaluate those comments as part of its decision
maki ng process. And we really value those comments that
you are going to provide and we | ook forward to hearing
t hem and addressing them

So with that, | amgoing to go ahead and open up

the floor to anyone that nmay have sonme comments this

eveni ng.
(No response.)
MR. KAWAMJURA:  All right. | don't see any
coments right now, and so we'll go on ahead -- if you

guys do have sone comments during the course of the
evening, we'll go on ahead and | eave the fl oor open for
another few hours. So if you guys want to nake sone
formal comrents and you want to submit those verbally,
we'll have the floor open for another few hours this
eveni ng.

Tonorrow evening we will al so have anot her forna
presentati on and anot her conment period available in
Santa Nella | believe. |1Is that correct? 1|'msorry?

M5. TURNER  Los Banos.

MR. KAWAMJRA: Los Banos. Ckay. So again, you

Hill & McPherson (209) 478-3377 or (800) 442-3377 17
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can either provide themtonight, you can send themvia
mail, you can enail them you can fax them or you can
fill out a coment form

Al right. And so wth that, let's go on ahead
and just quickly take a recess. And if you guys change
your mnd and you want to give sone verbal comments, we
wi Il give you an opportunity again in a little bit.
Thanks.

(Tinme noted: 5:59 p.m)
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A, )

)
COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN. )

|, KAREN A. ANDASCLA, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the County of San Joaquin, State of
California, do hereby certify;

That on August 10, 2015, thereof, | reported
verbatimin shorthand witing the foregoing proceedi ngs;

That | thereafter caused nmy shorthand witing to
be reduced to typewiting, and that the foregoing
transcript constitutes a full, true, and correct
transcription of all proceedings had and given.

I N WTNESS HEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
and affixed ny Oficial Seal this 24th day of August,
2015.

KAREN A. ANDASOLA, CSR #10919
Certified Shorthand Reporter
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              1     SPEAKERS:



              2            KOJI KAWAMURA



              3            TOM MURPHY



              4            ALLISON TURNER



              5



              6                             --oOo--



              7



              8            MR. KAWAMURA:  Good evening, everyone.  My name



              9     is Koji Kawamura.  I'm an attorney with Western's office



             10     of general counsel, and I would like to welcome everyone



             11     to the public comment hearings on the San Luis



             12     Transmission Project Draft EIS/EIR.  This is part of



             13     Western's National Environmental Quality Act procedures.



             14     As part of those procedures we've already completed the



             15     scoping process.  Now we're moving into the draft



             16     EIS/EIR.  The notice was published in the Federal



             17     Register.



             18            As part of the draft EIS and EIR we are going



             19     into an important step in asking for public comments.



             20     And this is one of the most important steps out of the



             21     NEPA process.  We are very concerned with the public



             22     comments, what the public has to say about our project.



             23     We think that the more comments we can get, the better



             24     decisions we can make.  And so we definitely encourage



             25     all the public to provide as many comments as they can
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              1     on the proposed project.  We look forward to those and



              2     we will address the comments in the final EIS/EIR.



              3            The EIS stands for Environmental Impact



              4     Statement.  EIR is Environmental Impact Report.  Western



              5     as a federal agency has an obligation under the National



              6     Environmental Quality Act to ensure that we consider the



              7     environmental impacts in the proposed federal action.



              8     And the state has a similar obligation under the



              9     California Environmental Quality Act.



             10            And so the San Luis Transmission Project is a



             11     project to replace an existing Pacific Gas & Electric



             12     company contract.  The Bureau of Reclamation had a



             13     long-term contract with Pacific Gas & Electric company



             14     to wheel energy to and from the San Luis project -- of



             15     the Central Valley project to and from Tracy.  That



             16     contract is expiring next year.



             17            As part of the expiration of that contract,



             18     Reclamation evaluated proposed -- evaluated



             19     cost-effective alternatives.  And to ensure cost



             20     certainty on a going forward basis, Reclamation came to



             21     Western and sought a long-term transmission contract



             22     with Western to build the San Luis Transmission Project.



             23            Again, this is a proposed project.  Nothing is



             24     final at this point in time.  The players here are



             25     Western Area Power Administration, which is a federal
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              1     agency.  We are marketing federal power from federal



              2     trans- -- from federal projects including the Central



              3     Valley project.  Reclamation, the Bureau of Reclamation,



              4     operates the Central Valley project.  And the San Luis



              5     Mendota -- San Luis Mendota -- Delta-Mendota Water



              6     Authority is a partner in this project as well.



              7            Now as part of the long-term project, Aspen -- as



              8     part of the San Luis Transmission Project, we have



              9     contracted with Aspen to do a lot of the environmental



             10     work.  And Tom Murphy will do a presentation of the



             11     draft EIS/EIR, and after he finishes his presentation



             12     we'll open up the floor for questions.



             13            And then after we finish the formal presentation,



             14     we will open up the floor for public comments.  And like



             15     I said, if you don't have comments today, you have until



             16     August 31st to submit comments.  And I will provide the



             17     address at the end of the presentation.



             18            And so with that, I am going to turn it over to



             19     Tom Murphy from Aspen Environmental and he will provide



             20     the formal presentation.



             21            MR. MURPHY:  Thank you, Koji.  Like Koji said, my



             22     name is Tom Murphy from Aspen Environmental Group.  We



             23     are the consultant that provided Western Area Power



             24     Administration and the San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water



             25     Authority with technical support in the preparation of
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              1     the environmental impact statement and impact report for



              2     the San Luis Transmission Project.



              3            We wanted to share with you information tonight



              4     on the San Luis Transmission Project.  Three things we



              5     wanted to describe -- describe the proposed project, we



              6     wanted to share why the proposed project is proposed at



              7     this time.  We wanted to summarize what we found in the



              8     EIS and the EIR process.



              9            As you can see, this is a project overview.



             10     Western would construct and own and maintain and operate



             11     approximately 95 miles of new transition line.  A



             12     majority of those miles are adjacent to existing



             13     transmission lines and they would be located in four



             14     counties:  Alameda, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced



             15     counties.



             16            I wanted to pointed out the project to you on



             17     this map up here.  This is where the project starts up



             18     here in the Tracy substation.  And it will travel down



             19     just west of Interstate 5 down to the O'Neill, Los



             20     Banos, San Luis, and Dos Amigos substations.



             21            As Koji said, over the last 50 years Reclamation



             22     has had a contract with PG&E to transmit power to



             23     Reclamation, the San Luis unit water systems.  That



             24     contract will expire in March of 2016.  As a result



             25     Reclamation has been looking at options to transmit
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              1     power to the SLU or San Luis units that are reliable and



              2     in a cost-effective manner.  Reclamation believes that



              3     new transmission lines meets those goals, and as a



              4     result Reclamation submitted a transmission service



              5     request to Western to facilitate Reclamation's continued



              6     delivery of federal water.  This SLTP would minimize



              7     increases to Reclamation's electricity costs.  And we've



              8     been planning this project for several years.



              9            During that time, also an eligible transmission



             10     customer submitted a separate transmission service



             11     request in the same area, and the SLTP would address



             12     both service requests.



             13            As described earlier, Western, Reclamation, the



             14     Authority has spent a great deal of time designing the



             15     San Luis Transmission Project.  Western designed this



             16     project to meet these five following objectives.  And



             17     I'm going just to read them because they're very



             18     important to this project.



             19            Obtain durable long-term cost certain and



             20     efficient transmission delivery of CVP power from



             21     federal power generation sites to the major pumping



             22     stations of the San Luis units to reliably deliver water



             23     to Reclamation and the Authority's member agencies.



             24            Second, to locate and install transmission



             25     facilities in a safe, efficient, and cost-effective
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              1     manner that meets project needs while minimizing



              2     environmental impacts.



              3            Third, locate facilities to minimize a potential



              4     environmental impact resulting from damage by external



              5     sources.



              6            The fourth one is to maximize the use of existing



              7     transmission corridors and rights-of-way in order to



              8     minimize effects on previously undisturbed land and



              9     resources.



             10            And the fifth one is to obtain stable and



             11     reliable transmission that meets the project needs in a



             12     cost-effective and timely manner.  We use those five



             13     objectives to craft the San Luis Transmission Project.



             14            I wanted to describe the project in a little



             15     greater detail.  And I broke the project down into a



             16     number of components.  The first one is the 500 kV



             17     components.  It's a new 500 kV transmission line



             18     approximately 65 miles in length between Tracy and the



             19     Los Banos area.  Now in order to do that, they need to



             20     build two new 500 kV substations, the Tracy east



             21     substation as well as the Los Banos West Substation.



             22            In addition as part of this component, Western



             23     would like to interconnect with the existing Western 500



             24     kV Los Banos gates number 3 transmission line into the



             25     new Los Banos West Substation.  And let me show you that
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              1     500 kV system that we're talking about.  Here's the



              2     Tracy substation up here, and here's the Tracy east --



              3     the new Tracy east substation.  This red line coming



              4     down here would be a 500 kV line.  It would be just west



              5     of Interstate 5 which is right there, but it would be on



              6     the east side of the existing transmission lines as you



              7     travel down Interstate 5.



              8            One of the things to point out here is the Los



              9     Banos -- the new Los Banos West Substation right in



             10     here.  So from this point down into here would be a 500



             11     kV line.



             12            The next component I would like to talk about is



             13     the new 230 kV transmission line.  There's two parts to



             14     that.  One is a three mile in length line between Los



             15     Banos West Substation and the existing San Luis



             16     substation.  I'll show you that in a second.  The other



             17     part is a new 230 kV transmission line between San Luis



             18     and Dos Amigos.



             19            There's two options there.  One would be a 230 kV



             20     between San Luis and Dos Amigos or the other option is a



             21     230 kV line between the existing or the new Los Banos



             22     substation and Dos Amigos substation.  In the first



             23     option from San Luis to Dos Amigos, about 20 miles in



             24     length.  And the second option is about 18 miles in



             25     length.
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              1            Let me show you where that's located.  The first



              2     three-mile section is here.  Los Banos west to San Luis



              3     right in here.  And the second part of that 230 kV



              4     component is either a San Luis -- a 230 line coming from



              5     San Luis down to Dos Amigos here or from Los Banos west



              6     down to Dos Amigos here.



              7            A couple other components associated with this



              8     project.  There's a new 70 kV transmission line that's



              9     approximately seven miles in length between existing San



             10     Luis and O'Neill substations, and that would be on the



             11     east side of the O'Neill Forebay.  There would be



             12     modifications to the San Luis and Dos Amigos



             13     substations.  There would be upgrades to communication



             14     facilities, improvements to existing access roads, and



             15     new permanent access roads, as well as temporary access



             16     roads to facilitate construction.



             17            Let me show you where that 70 kV line is.  Here's



             18     the San Luis substation right here.  It would be this



             19     yellow line coming up here and tying into the O'Neill



             20     substation at 70 kV.



             21            Besides the different transmission structures and



             22     transmission lines that they're proposing, they're also



             23     proposing a variety of different voltage options based



             24     on the participation of the eligible transmission



             25     customer.  One option is to still construct the 500 kV
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              1     transmission line from Tracy down to San Luis, but it



              2     would be operated at 230 kV.



              3            The second option is if the eligible transmission



              4     customer was not to go forward with this project, then



              5     the 500 kV component of this project would be



              6     constructed at 230 between Tracy and San Luis.  And as



              7     you can see, if the project is constructed at 230



              8     between Tracy and the Los Banos area, then there would



              9     be no need to build a new -- two substations, the Tracy



             10     east and the Los Banos west.



             11            At the beginning of the EIS/EIR process we



             12     developed 13 alteratives that meet the project



             13     objectives, technical feasible, and reduce the potential



             14     for impacts.  The information was based on public



             15     comment during the scoping period that we went through



             16     and our analysts evaluating the proposed project.



             17            During that screening process the 13 were



             18     screened down to seven based on those three criteria I



             19     just talked about.  And we brought through the EIS/EIR



             20     process a total of six corridor alternatives along with



             21     the no action/no project alternative.  In order to keep



             22     it fair and compare the proposed project to the



             23     alternatives in an equal way, we broke the SLTP project



             24     up into four segments:  the north segment, the central



             25     segment, the San Luis segment, and the south segment.



                                                                          10

�





              1            In the north segment we didn't find a viable



              2     alternative that would reduce potential impacts from



              3     what the proposed project -- or the anticipation of the



              4     potential impacts of the proposed project.



              5            In the central segment we identified one



              6     potential alternative.  That's a Patterson Pass Road



              7     alternative, and that's located between Patterson Pass



              8     Road and Butts Road.  And as we talked about in the



              9     central segment, the project is west of Interstate 5 and



             10     east of the existing transmission lines.  This Patterson



             11     Pass alternative would be on the west side of the



             12     existing transmission line as you head down Interstate



             13     5.



             14            We also looked at and identified and brought



             15     through two alternatives around the San Luis area.  And



             16     as you note -- as we talked about it earlier, the



             17     proposed project in that area is east of the O'Neill



             18     Forebay.  These two alternatives, Butts Road and west of



             19     cemetery, are both west of the O'Neill Forebay.



             20            And then the south segment we also identified two



             21     alternatives there as well.  Again in that project, the



             22     proposed project follows the east side of existing



             23     transmission lines from the Los Banos area basically



             24     down to Dos Amigos.  The San Luis to Dos Amigos



             25     alternative would be on the west side of the
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              1     transmission lines in that area.  Very similar to the



              2     proposed project, but just on the west side.  There's



              3     also one other alternative we developed and it was



              4     brought to our attention in the public scoping period as



              5     well is the Billy Wright Road alternative.  And that



              6     would parallel Billy Wright Road south of Los Banos and



              7     then head in towards the existing proposed project and



              8     then into Dos Amigos.



              9            With regard to the 70 kV line, we described that



             10     as being on the east side of the O'Neill Forebay.  We



             11     identified a potential alterative that's on the west



             12     side of the O'Neill Forebay.  And we'll show you --



             13     we'll show you a map of all of these.  So all six



             14     alternatives were brought through including the no



             15     action/no project alternative which would be that the



             16     San Luis Transmission Project would not be built.



             17            So let me describe those alteratives to you which



             18     we just looked at the last slide.  In the north segment



             19     there is no alternatives, viable alternatives we



             20     identified.  This is the central segment.  The proposed



             21     project is this blue line right here.  Just to the west



             22     of it is those existing transmission lines that you see



             23     on Interstate 5.  And then the alternative to that,



             24     which is Patterson Pass Road, will be just west of -- on



             25     the west side of those existing transmission lines.
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              1            In the O'Neill or the San Luis area, the San Luis



              2     segment, we had the existing line or proposed project



              3     would be on the east side of the O'Neill Forebay.  We



              4     identified two alteratives on the west side of the



              5     O'Neill Forebay.  And you can see them right here in



              6     dark gray.  This is Butts Road right here and this is



              7     west of cemetery.



              8            And the other two alternatives we looked at in



              9     the south, this is the proposed project going down with



             10     the blue line that -- the San Luis to Dos Amigos would



             11     be the -- the proposed project is on the west side of



             12     the existing transmission lines.  The alternative to



             13     that is San Luis to Dos Amigos, would be on the west



             14     side just parallel to that blue line.  And the Billy



             15     Wright Road is this dark gray line right here that's



             16     shown on this figure.



             17            So the draft EIS/EIR analyzed 15 resource areas



             18     including air quality, geology, land use, noise,



             19     recreation, socioeconomics.  We looked at all those



             20     resource areas for all -- for the proposed project and



             21     all the alternatives.  We also conducted detailed field



             22     studies, biological resource surveys, cultural resource



             23     surveys, and conducted visual assessments from key



             24     observation points.  And those were generally around the



             25     National Cemetery if you look in the EIS and EIR in the
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              1     back of the room.



              2            So in conclusion, we found a number of -- we



              3     found three impacts in three resource areas.  We found



              4     impacts in three resource areas.  One is the



              5     recreational area, and basically these first two have to



              6     do with the Los Banos West Substation.  They're



              7     proposing to use 50 acres of the Jasper Sears OHV use



              8     area.  And because of that, it would result in conflicts



              9     with physical alterations of and decreased accessibility



             10     to the Jasper Sears OHV use area.



             11            With regards to land use, same thing.  It has to



             12     do with the Los Banos West Substation.  It conflicts



             13     with the San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area



             14     Resource Management Plan/General Plan as it pertains to



             15     the Jasper Sears OHV use area.



             16            The third area we -- the third resource area we



             17     identified potential impacts in is noise.  Construction



             18     would result in more than a five decibel increase



             19     intermittently at sensitive receptors near the project



             20     which would temporarily exceed local noise standards



             21     near residents throughout the project area.



             22            The first two, the land use and recreation, we



             23     are still working on mitigation to identify ways to



             24     reduce the potential impacts.  Noise would be a



             25     temporary impact during construction.  And then all the
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              1     other impacts determined would be less than significant



              2     either with or without mitigation measures.



              3            So after we went through, looked at all the



              4     resource areas for potential impacts associated with the



              5     proposed project and the alternatives, we compared the



              6     proposed project to the alternatives based on each



              7     segment to identify the environmentally preferred



              8     alternative.  In the north we found that the proposed



              9     project was the environmentally preferred alternative.



             10            In the central segment we identified Patterson



             11     Pass Road as the alternative that is the environmentally



             12     preferred alternative.  Again, that one is further away



             13     from Interstate 5 and further away from the blue sheds



             14     along Interstate 5.



             15            In the San Luis segment we identified the



             16     proposed project as the environmentally preferred



             17     alternative.  And in the south we identified the San



             18     Luis to Dos Amigos alternative as the environmentally



             19     preferred alternative.  Again that one, just like the



             20     Patterson Pass one, is on the west side of the existing



             21     transmission lines.



             22            And lastly the 70 kV transmission line, we



             23     identified the proposed project which is on the east



             24     side of the O'Neill Forebay.  And at this time both



             25     Western and the Authority have decided not to identify
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              1     the agency preferred alternative.  They really want to



              2     get the document out in the street, have it reviewed by



              3     the public, provide comments back, identify issues



              4     before the agency would identify their preferred



              5     alternative.  They would be doing that in the final



              6     EIS/EIR.



              7            And with that, I turn it back over to Koji to



              8     move into the more formal public comment period of the



              9     San Luis Transmission Project.



             10            MR. KAWAMURA:  Thank you, Tom.  Let me ask if



             11     there are any questions to Tom's presentation.



             12                      (No response.)



             13            MR. KAWAMURA:  All right.  Hearing no comments --



             14     I'm sorry -- no questions, I'm going to go ahead and



             15     open up the floor to comments.  If you do have comments,



             16     please make sure you state your name for the record.



             17     That way the court reporter will be able to identify who



             18     you are.



             19            And if you don't have any comments ready today,



             20     like I said, you can submit those comments to Western by



             21     August 31st at the following address.  You can send them



             22     to Donald Lash, 114 Parkshore Drive, Folsom, California,



             23     95630 or you can email them to SLTPEIS-EIR@wapa.gov or



             24     you can send them to fax (916) 353-4772.  And there are



             25     also comment cards as you came in that you can fill one
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              1     of those out and you can just hand it to a Western



              2     representative and we'll make sure that that comment



              3     becomes part of the record.  All comments that you



              4     submit will become part of the official record.  Western



              5     will evaluate those comments as part of its decision



              6     making process.  And we really value those comments that



              7     you are going to provide and we look forward to hearing



              8     them and addressing them.



              9            So with that, I am going to go ahead and open up



             10     the floor to anyone that may have some comments this



             11     evening.



             12                      (No response.)



             13            MR. KAWAMURA:  All right.  I don't see any



             14     comments right now, and so we'll go on ahead -- if you



             15     guys do have some comments during the course of the



             16     evening, we'll go on ahead and leave the floor open for



             17     another few hours.  So if you guys want to make some



             18     formal comments and you want to submit those verbally,



             19     we'll have the floor open for another few hours this



             20     evening.



             21            Tomorrow evening we will also have another formal



             22     presentation and another comment period available in



             23     Santa Nella I believe.  Is that correct?  I'm sorry?



             24            MS. TURNER:  Los Banos.



             25            MR. KAWAMURA:  Los Banos.  Okay.  So again, you
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              1     can either provide them tonight, you can send them via



              2     mail, you can email them, you can fax them, or you can



              3     fill out a comment form.



              4            All right.  And so with that, let's go on ahead



              5     and just quickly take a recess.  And if you guys change



              6     your mind and you want to give some verbal comments, we



              7     will give you an opportunity again in a little bit.



              8     Thanks.



              9                      (Time noted:  5:59 p.m.)
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              1     STATE OF CALIFORNIA,   )



              2                            )



              3     COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN. )



              4



              5            I, KAREN A. ANDASOLA, a Certified Shorthand



              6     Reporter in and for the County of San Joaquin, State of



              7     California, do hereby certify;



              8            That on August 10, 2015, thereof, I reported



              9     verbatim in shorthand writing the foregoing proceedings;



             10            That I thereafter caused my shorthand writing to



             11     be reduced to typewriting, and that the foregoing



             12     transcript constitutes a full, true, and correct



             13     transcription of all proceedings had and given.



             14            IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand



             15     and affixed my Official Seal this 24th day of August,



             16     2015.
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             19                      _________________________________



             20                      KAREN A. ANDASOLA, CSR #10919



             21                      Certified Shorthand Reporter
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